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Publication Schedule

The Strategies 64 Licensing Report is updated on an ongoing basis to reflect the latest cannabis business licensing opportunities. Strategies 64 
will issue a new edition of the Licensing Report whenever a new licensing opportunity is announced or opened. The information in this edition is 
current as of September 29, 2025.

What It Covers

The Licensing Report covers key developments and information related to legislative actions across the 50 states, including:

• Open Application Windows – Licensing opportunities in states where new applications are being accepted for a limited time.

• Upcoming Application Windows – Licensing opportunities in states that plan to accept applications for a limited time in the future.

• Rolling Application Processes – Overview of states with ongoing licensing opportunities, noting those where licensing moratoriums exist. 

Disclaimer and Rights of Use

The information in this report has been compiled by Strategies 64 LLC for informational purposes only and may not reflect the most current or 
complete information. It does not, and is not intended to, constitute legal, financial, or business advice. The analysis and collection of data in this 
report are intended solely for the subscriber’s internal business use and may not be resold, repackaged, or distributed for c ommercial purposes. 
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Overview of Licensing Opportunities

Open Application Windows

• Rhode Island

Upcoming Application Windows

• Connecticut
• Maryland
• Missouri
• Minnesota

Rolling Application Process
Where Licensing Is Ongoing

• Alaska
• California
• Colorado
• Maine
• Massachusetts
• Michigan
• Minnesota

• Mississippi
• Montana
• New Jersey
• New Mexico
• New York
• South Dakota
• Vermont
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• Nebraska
• Ohio
• Rhode Island

D.C.



Open Application Windows
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Open Application Windows

D.C.

• Rhode Island – Accepting applications until December 29 for 24 
adult-use retail licenses, which be issued through a lottery
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State Timeline Licenses Available Notes 

Rhode Island
September 12 - December 29

Social equity certification open 
until September 29

• 24 adult-use retail licenses
• 12 for general applicants
• 6 for social equity applicants
• 6 for workers’ cooperative applicants

• View the application here
• Licenses will be issued via a lottery
• Applicants can submit one application per 

geographic zone
• The CCC will distribute licenses equally across six 

regions in the state
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https://ccc.ri.gov/auapp


Upcoming Application Windows
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Upcoming Application Windows

• Connecticut – Second adult-use lottery expected but a date has not 
been announced

• Maryland – Will issue a second round of licenses after May 1, 2024

• Missouri – Third lottery for adult-use microbusinesses expected in 2025

• Nebraska – Applications for medical cannabis manufacturer, 
transporter, and dispensary licenses will be accepted on a date that has 
yet to be announced

• Ohio – Expected to accept applications for adult-use dispensaries and 
Tier III cultivators on a date that has yet to be announced

• Utah –  Will accept applications for a second independent medical 
cannabis pharmacy in 2026

D.C.
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State Timeline Licenses Available Notes

Connecticut Date yet to be announced

Details still TBD, but adult-use licenses include:

• Cultivator and Micro-cultivator
• Product manufacturer, food and beverage 

manufacturer, and product packager
• Retailer
• Delivery service

• Like the first round of licenses, this second round 
will be awarded via lottery

Maryland Must be issued after May 1, 2024

The second round will include:

• Growers: 25 standard, 70 micro
• Processors: 25 standard, 70 micro
• Dispensaries: 120 standard
• Incubator Space: 10
• On-site consumption: 15

• Regulators have posted a Key Dates of Interest 
page with milestones for the application periods

• Licenses may be restricted to social equity 
applicants or open to the general public based on a 
pending disparity study.

Missouri Expected to occur in 2025 • Microbusiness dispensaries - 12
• Microbusiness wholesalers - 24 • See more information here

Nebraska
The Medical Cannabis Commission 
will provide notice on its website 
when an application period opens

• Product manufacturer – Four
• Transporter – 12
• Dispensary - 12

• Application requirements have been established 
via emergency regulations
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https://mmcc.maryland.gov/Pages/Key_Dates_of_Interest.aspx
https://mmcc.maryland.gov/Pages/Key_Dates_of_Interest.aspx
https://health.mo.gov/safety/cannabis/faqs-micro.php#lottery
https://lcc.nebraska.gov/medical-cannabis
https://lcc.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/238%20NAC%201%20EMERGENCY%20REGULATION%209.2.25.pdf


State Timeline Licenses Available Notes

Ohio Date yet to be announced • Level III Cultivation - 40
• Dispensary – 50

• Social equity applicants are given preference for 
these licenses

Utah Second license must be awarded 
by January 1, 2027.

One medical cannabis pharmacy in a medically 
underserved area. • See more information here
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https://www.utah.gov/pmn/files/1283113.pdf


Rolling Application Processes
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Rolling Application Processes

Rolling Application Processes
Where Licensing Is Ongoing

 
• Montana – Has a rolling application process for transporters

Rolling Application Processes
With Moratoriums on New Licenses

• Montana – Limited moratorium ends July 1, 2027

• Oklahoma – Moratorium ends August 1, 2026

• Vermont – Moratorium on retail licenses is indefinite, and a 
temporary moratorium for all cultivation licenses begins 
January 31, 2025
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D.C.



State Licenses Available Licensing Process Information

Alaska

• Standard Marijuana Cultivation
• Limited Marijuana Cultivation
• Marijuana Concentrate Manufacturing
• Marijuana Product Manufacturing
• Retail Marijuana Store

Link

California

California has a wide variety of licenses that fall into the categories of:

• Cultivation
• Distribution
• Manufacturing
• Retail
• Events

Link

Colorado

• Cultivation Facility
• Product Manufacturer
• Store
• Research and Development
• Transporter
• Hospitality Business
• Hospitality and Sales Business

Link
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https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco/MarijuanaLicenseApplication.aspx
https://cannabis.ca.gov/applicants/license-types/
https://cannabis.ca.gov/applicants/how-to-apply-renew/
https://sbg.colorado.gov/med/new-regulated-marijuana-business-license-application


State Licenses Available Licensing Process Information

Maine
• Cultivation Facility
• Products Manufacturing Facility
• Marijuana Store
• Registered Dispensary

Link - Process

Link - Forms

Massachusetts

Massachusetts has a wide variety of licenses, including:

• Medical Marijuana Treatment Center (MTC)
• Marijuana Cultivator
• Marijuana Product Manufacturer
• Marijuana Retailer
• Third-Party Transporter
• Marijuana Delivery Operator
• Social Consumption Establishment

Link

Michigan

Michigan has a wide variety of licenses, including:

• Grower
• Processor
• Provisioning Center (medical)
• Retailer (adult-use)
• Adult-use Designated Consumption Establishment

Link – Adult-use

Link - Medical
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https://www.maine.gov/dafs/ocp/adult-use/application-process
https://www.maine.gov/dafs/ocp/medical-use/applications-forms
https://masscannabiscontrol.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/202107_Guidance_Licensure.pdf
https://masscannabiscontrol.com/licensing-process/
https://michigan.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=cd5a1a76daaf470b823a382691c0ff60
https://www.michigan.gov/cra/sections/adult-use
https://www.michigan.gov/cra/sections/mmfl


State Licenses Available Licensing Process Information

Minnesota • Event Organizer
Link

Link

Mississippi

• Cultivation Facility
• Processing
• Dispensary
• Transportation
• Disposal
• Research Facility

Link

Link

Montana Montana has a moratorium on new Cultivator, Manufacturer, and Dispensary 
licenses, but is still accepting applications for Transporter licenses Link
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https://www.dor.ms.gov/dispensary_application
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/index.cfm/30,0,425,html
https://www.dor.ms.gov/dispensary_application
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/index.cfm/30,0,425,html
https://mtrevenue.gov/cannabis/#CannabisLicenses


State Licenses Available Licensing Process Information

New Jersey

New Jersey is currently accepting applications for adult-use businesses in the 
following categories:

• Class 1 Cultivator Licenses
• Class 2 Manufacturer Licenses
• Class 5 Retailers
• Class 3 Wholesaler
• Class 4 Distributor
• Class 6 Delivery
• Cannabis Consumption Area Endorsement

Link

New Mexico

• Producer
• Microbusiness Producer
• Integrated Microbusiness
• Manufacturer
• Retailer
• Consumption Area
• Vertically Integrated Establishment
• Courier

Link

New York • Processor Type 3 - Branding Link
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https://www.nj.gov/cannabis/businesses/
https://www.nj.gov/cannabis/businesses/
https://www.rld.nm.gov/cannabis/for-industry/apply-renew-a-cannabis-license/
https://cannabis.ny.gov/licensing


State Licenses Available Licensing Process Information

Oregon
• Producer – Applications are not being accepted
• Processor – Applications are not being accepted
• Wholesaler – Applications are not being accepted
• Retailer – Applications are not being accepted

Link (license caps)

South Dakota
• Cultivation
• Manufacturing
• Dispensary

Link

Vermont

Vermont has a rolling process for all but outdoor or mixed-use cultivators, which 
includes:

• Indoor Cultivator (Tier I and Tier II) - Rolling applications for all cultivators closed 
on January 31, 2025

• Propagation Cultivator
• Product Manufacturer
• Wholesaler
• Retailer – Rolling applications closed on October 25

Link
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https://www.oregon.gov/OLCC/Marijuana/Pages/Licensing.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/olcc/marijuana/Documents/Bulletins/CE2024-07.pdf
https://medcannabis.sd.gov/Establishments/Forms.aspx
https://ccb.vermont.gov/forms


Dan Smith
Vice President

303-970-9725
dan@strategies64.com

Contact Us
For additional cannabis policy information and analysis, 
or for more information about our legislative and 
regulatory tracking and government affairs services, 
please contact us.
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